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Although Japanese Knotweed is
an extremely invasive plant, it can
be controlled successfully with the

correct strategy.
(This should be used in
conjunction with the Tool Box Talk

Managing Japanese Knotweed)

Where does responsibility lie?
If the land is contaminated by Japanese Knotweed it is covered by the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 and Environmental Protection Act 1990. Both place

responsibility upon those working on the site, i.e. the contractor, to control it.
This means:

« Itis illegal to allow the plant to spread.

Process of control:

Identification H Isolation P‘

Control and Testing and

Monitoring

* The plant has a duty of care placed on it and must be treated as a controlled waste.
Disposal

IH

Strategy depends on location and
size of plant. (see below)

Selecting the correct strategy:

A. Newly emerged, shallow rooted knotweed, e.q. in topsoil

Can the whole

Yes ¢—»| Mechanical Control Strategy 1|

plant (shoot &
rhizome) be pulled

up or excavated? it

Is the plant in an
area of vegetation
to be retained?

Yes ¢—»{Control Strategy 3 & 4|

No e—»{Control Strategy 4|

B. Japanese Knotweed invading from land outside the control of the contractor.

Can agreement

Yes ¢—»{See established plant below |

be reached with

the adjoining

landowner?

Is this vegetation Yes Mechanical Control
No Is the plant Yes in 4 movgn s Strategy 3
invading other - No

vegetation that is
to be retained?

No e—»{Control Strategy 4

C. Established stands of Japanese Knotweed.

Control Strategy 3 & 4

Is the plant in the
way of major
earthworks?

Yes Is deep burial

Yes ¢—»{ Mechanical Control Strategy 2 |

(5m+) possible

within the
works?

Is the stand in an
area of desirable
vegetation?

Yes

Is the desirable
vegetation in a
pure grass area?

Yes
| No |

Control Strategy 4

[Control Strategy 3 & 4 |« Yes

Is it intended to establish

or Mechanical

[Control Strategy 4« Yes

[Control Strategy 1 & 2" | No

Is the affected area
near a watercourse?

<«¢ No

broad-leaved plants after
controlling the knotweed?

Control Strategy 2
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Control Strategies
(To be carried out with guidance from your Environmental Co-ordinator)
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| Control Strategies 1-4. |

Timing |:>
Y

=

When shoots
have fully open
leaves and are in
active growth.
(May)

1) If shoots are
above 1.5m tall or]
obscured by tall
dead stems follow]

2) Use herbicides (see below) as a
foliar spray on the shoots with
application rate and spray method as
directed by the manufacturer.

appropriate
mechanical

v

v

Control Strategy 1

Control Strategy 3

control strategy
for chopping &
apply herbicide

Use Tordon 22k a
persistent herbicide

when re-growth

°

reaches 0.5m tall.| | Control Strategy 2 2,4-D amine
Use a semi- ®

persistent herbicide
containing Triclopyr

persistent herbicide

Use a non-

containing only

Control Strategy 4
Use Stirrup a non-

persistent herbicide

| Mechanical Control Strategies (MCS) 1-3|

1) When vegetation
has died back and
before the emergence
of new shoots, cut
and remove all above
ground stems and
burn in a controlled
area.

2) When new shoots
reach 0.5m tall apply
herbicide as a foliar
spray at the rate and
in the method stated
by the manufacturer.

v

Control Strategies 1-3

Use a non-persistent
herbicide containing
only 2, 4-D amine

.
Control Strategy 4
Use Stirrup a non-

persistent herbicide

excavate the entire
stand and sufficient
surrounding soil to
ensure all root
fragments are
removed (7m
laterally and 2m

to remove the
entire plant. In
shallow layers plant
may be pulled out
but all roots must
be removed.

3
MCS 3
Growing season
(April-October)
before shoots
reach 300mm

invading knotweed
at intervals of 14
days, to height
25mm. Mowing
should be clean cut
without ‘scalping’
or missed patches.

deep)

of carefully. Burn &
bury 5m+ deep, in a
layer less than 1.5m,

in a controlled area

on site or send to a
designated landfill site

that accepts
controlled waste.

Timing |:> Method |:> Disposal |:> Follow-up
Y Y Y Y
MCS 1&2 MCS 1 MCS 2 MCS 3 All of the material The excavated area
Anytime of year Dig below the roots Mechanically Mow grass & needs to be disposed needs to be recorded

and monitored for

any future re-growth
of Japanese

Knotweed. Control
strategy should be re-
applied before shoots

reach 300mm in
height, if possible.

Health & Safety:

* Herbicides are only to be handled and
applied by persons holding a valid
Certificate of Competence issued under
the Control of Pesticides Regulations 198

Personal Protective Equipment: LAt adedl ’

= Operatives to wear coveralls, nitrile/neoprene gloves 0.5mm
thick, boots, respirator type face mask and protective goggles
when handling the herbicide.

= If contamination should occur wash skin with soap & water.

= Exposure of operatives to pesticide should be recorded so no
operative exceeds the recommended OSE levels.

= Access to washing & eye irrigation systems should be provided
at all times for the operatives.

* The main source of information on specific herbicides should be
found on the approved product label & advice from manufacturers

should be strictly followed.

plants.

Remember...

* It is necessary to liase with landowners, land users, NRA (if near a
watercourse), Environment Agency (if the land is of wildlife value).

» Root fragments as small as 0.7g can regenerate to form new

e Eradication takes more than 1 growing season. This may have
contractual implications, as follow-up control may be required
beyond the usual 12 months defects liability/maintenance period
of most ICE-based contracts.

* A permit to dig is required for all operatives involved in excavation.

* Pesticides are a pollutant & health hazard, & disposal of unwanted
products should be via special waste disposal contractors.

* Log all control measures to provide a databank for later efforts &
as a legal requirement for operations involving pesticides.




