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Wildlife & Countryside Act 1991

Provides the power to designate and protect habitats as Special Sites of Scientific Interest (SSSIs),
National Nature Reserves (NNR), Limestone Pavements and Marine Nature Reserves. The WCA also make it
an offence to disturb, injure or kill listed species of plant and animals, to kill or disturb nesting birds during

the nesting season which can last from April to Septe

Water voles: It is an offence to disturb or enter a
are now protected  bat roost without a licence. Fines
under the above start at £1000 per individual and

act and the Water prison sentences can also be imposed.

Vole Regulations
1999. It is an
offence to destroy
their habitat.
Replacing habitat
is now generally a
condition of
Planning Permission

A licence is required
to disturb or handle

Great Crested newts.
fines up to £4000

damage or destroy its place of shelter  per individual Habitat

It is an offence to disturb an otter or

without the appropriate licence. Fines

& breeding sites are
start at £1000 per offence.

also protected.

Protection of
Badgers Act 1992:
Provides protection to
Badgers and Badger
Setts, and makes it an
offence to kill or
injure a badger or
interfere with its sett.
It prevents the use of
heavy machinery
within 30 metres and
the use of hand tools
within 10m of an
active sett enfrance.
Fines start at £1000 and destruction of a sett
can also lead to a prison sentence.

Himalayan balsam

Impatiens
grandulifera

This attractive plant is an escapee from Victorian gardens
and has covered much of Britain. It spread particularly
rapidly along riverbanks. During spring tiny seedlings emerge
and this is the time it can be most easily destroyed - usually
by cutting at ground level. It produces attractive flowers in
July and by October their ripe pods burst scattering seeds
not only around the plant but possibly also into nearby
watercourses which provides an ideal dispersal mechanism for
the seeds. In many instances the plants reach and sometimes
exceed head height.

Giant Hogweed was imported as an ornamental from the
Caucasus in the last century. It has now naturalised and
become prolific in many areas often growing to over 6 feet
in height. The plant is particularly noted for its psoralens
within the sap which can make the skin hypersensitive to
sunlight (with swelling, painful blisters and lesions): the
hollow stems have always been popular with children, but the
poisonous sap can cause severe and painful blistering/skin
irritation. Each plant can produce more than 10,000 seeds
in a season and the plant itself is very difficult o
irradiate. The best time for removal is before it seeds
during June and July, by cutting (or the use of a herbicide
through consent from the EA) below ground level every two

weeks as removal above will encourage further growth.

Giant Hogweed - Heracleum
mantegazzium

This plant was introduced
from Asia as an
ornamental and is still
sometimes used in
gardens. Japanese
Knotweed is a large,
robust perennial that
spreads by long creeping
rhizomes to form dense
thickets. The stems are
stout and cane like and
around 4-9 feet tall.

Japanese Knotweed grows quickly and aggressively. Large dense
thickets form rapidly and shad out other plants. It can tolerate partial
shade and is competitive in moist, rich soil. Japanese Knotweed is
commonly found along roadsides, railways and on stream banks. The rate

of growth is very dramatic as the plant spreads through its roots. Japanese
Eradicate through cutting or mowing or at a last resort through use of Knotweed -
herbicide by arrangement with the EA. It has to be cut once every two Polygonum

weeks throughout the growing season . cuspidatum




